
 

Minutes 
CHASKA HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 
ZOOM 
Thursday, April 22, 2021 
6:30 PM 
 

     
 

1. Roll Call 
Present: Carlson, Welvaert, Hubbard, Castillo, S. White, Haga, L. White 
Absent:  Spreadbury, Sandison, Hughes 
 

2. Adopt Agenda 
Motion: Haga 
Second: L. White 
Kabat Roll Call Vote: Carlson, Welvaert, Hubbard, Castillo, S. White, Haga,  
L. White 
Motion Carried 
 

3. Open Forum/Guest Presentation 
3A Visitor Presentation – Marshall Grange – Parks Programming Update 
Marshall Grange was not able to attend the meeting. Kabat summarized the 
Parks and Recreation Department Happenings. Kabat shared the Parks and 
Recreation Department would like your insight/thoughts and can be sent to 
either him or Marshall Grange. (Please see below) 
 

PR Updates- HRC- 
April 22.pdf  

 
Commissioner Carlson commented Kabat’s overview reflects the programming to 
reach all members of our community and nice to see.  Commissioner Carlson is 
looking forward to seeing the activities and how the HRC can help Parks and 
Recreation carry this out this year.    
 

4. Approve Minutes 
4A - HRC Minutes – Draft Minutes – March 25, 2020 (Commissioner Carlson will 
send Kabat her changes to the minutes.   



Motion:  Welvaert approved with pending corrections  
Second: Hubbard 
Kabat Roll Call Vote: Carlson, Welvaert, Hubbart, Castillo, S. White, Haga, 
L. White 
Motion Carried 

 
5. Treasurer’s Report 

5A. Treasurer’s Report 2021 
Kabat reported no new expenses for April, the balance remains at $1,925.00. 
Commissioner Welvaert inquired about an upcoming expense regarding HRC t-
shirts for new commissioners.  Kabat expressed, yes if new commissioners want 
to order t-shirts and the commission agrees to the expense, t-shirts can be 
ordered.  If interested, e-mail Nate your size for the t-shirt.  
Motion:  
Second:  
Kabat Roll Call Vote:  
Motion Carried  
 

6. New Business  
6A.  Chaska Pedestrian and Bicycle Master Plan Update 
Commissioner Carlson provided a Chaska Pedestrian and Bicycle Master Plan 
Update. Commissioner Carlson has been representing the HRC on the Project 
Steering Committee.  Recently the City (Parks and Recreation Department) has 
hired Antonio Rosell with Community Design Group to develop an online survey 
and a wiki map, asking about walking and/or bicycle in Chaska.  The wiki map is 
designed for people to draw where they think another bike/walking area could or 
should be added.  Also, allows marking places of interest that may or may not be 
accessible by our trail system.  In the next few days, the community will be able 
to sign on to a link to complete the survey and use the map feature.  The design 
group is hoping to achieve 1,000 responses to get feedback about walking and 
biking in Chaska. Commissioner Carlson encourages the Commission to take the 
time to fill out the survey. The steering committee is hoping to develop a plan 
going forward for this year. From an HRC standpoint, it allows us the opportunity 
to say this area of our city is unserved or not clearly marked.  Commissioner 
Carlson encourages the commission to look for the link from the Bicycle 
Awareness Committee coming in the next few days.  Commissioner Carlson is 
also requesting the commission to share with your network of friends.  The goal 
is to achieve 1,000 responses.  All feedback will be taken and put into action this 
year.  Kabat emphasized the commissions help to spread the word and 
encouraging feedback.  Having the HRC involvement in transportation 
(biking/walking) is critical to access basic needs in our community.  



Commissioner Welvaert inquired about the commission discussed in the past, she 
understood it as recognizing our community as a bike-friendly community?  Is 
this one of the end goals?  Kabat responded, yes this is one of the end goals. 
The community has been working on wayfinding signage.   
 
 

7. Old Business:  
7A.  Committee Updates 
Commissioner Carlson shared the commission should have received a listing of 
the committee updates; several committees have met already.  Commissioner 
Carlson thought it would be helpful to do a quick report of the committees.   
 
MLK Celebration – (Members: Carlson, Welvaert, S. White) 
Commissioner Welvaert shared they met on April 14th to begin initial plans for 
the event. Started a list of potential keynote speakers at this time. Plan to meet 
again on May 12th, 2021. 
 
River City Day’s – (Members: Hubbard, Spreadbury, L. White) 
Commissioner L. White shared the committee has not met at this time. She 
would like the HRC committee to think about volunteering at the booth. Kabat 
will explore methods for the committee to be able to sign up. Commissioner L. 
White inquired if we need any new information, including the new e-mail, 
possibly a new pamphlet. Inventory of items was sent out. Kabat recommends 
the RCD commission come to City Hall to evaluate the inventory the commission 
currently has. Commissioner L. White along with others is trying to come up with 
a theme, a possible suggestion is “Celebrating Community”. Open to theme ideas 
from the commissioners, please send to Commissioner L. White.  The 
Commission will be meeting soon. Commissioner Carlson inquired if the 
commission has heard from the RCD Committee regarding a date?  Kabat shared 
this year’s dates are July 23rd – 25th which is what they are currently aiming for. 
Commissioner Welvaert noted the booth is usually open only Friday, and 
Saturday, not generally on Sunday.  Kabat asked if the RCD committee would 
like assistance with helping organize a time to meet?  Commissioner Hubbard 
thought it would be helpful, Kabat to set something up.  
 
Calendar Committee – (Members: Hubbard, Sandison, Spreadbury) 
Commissioner Hubbard shared the committee has not had a chance to meet at 
this time.  Kabat will assist this committee as well for options to meet. 
 
 
 



Program Committee – (Members: Carlson and Hubbard) 
Commissioner Carlson shared this committee has not met at this time. 
Commissioner Carlson and Commissioner Hubbard will be in contact.   
 
Webpage Committee – (Members: Carlson and Sandison) 
Commissioner Carlson noted they met with Kevin Wright and Kabat.  Good ideas 
being generated and ready to bring back to the commission either next month or 
in June.  
 
Empathetic Response Committee – (Members: Castillo and Spreadbury) 
Commissioner Carlson shared with the commission her sincere thanks to 
Commissioner’s Castillo and Spreadbury for crafting a wonderful statement 
regarding the rise of Anti-Asian hate. The words were very thoughtful, very 
positive presentation to the City Council, and was very pleased with the council’s 
response.  Commissioner Castillo gave a big thanks to Commissioner Spreadbury 
for presenting to the council.  Commissioner Castillo gave special thanks to the 
council and the Mayor for engaging in the conversation.  Felt it was powerful to 
hear and felt that is what the community needed to hear from our community 
leaders.  Commissioners Castillo and Spreadbury will be keeping eyes on the 
news and events around the world.  If any of the commission believes we should 
be saying something about an event, please contact Commissioner Castillo or 
Kabat. The commission is invited to jump in whenever you think you have the 
right words to say.   
 
Commissioner Welvaert shared Commissioners Castillo and Spreadbury did a 
beautiful job, she is pleased to see statements from HRC and the council.  
Shared it is happening more frequently and hopes to continue to support our 
community members. Commissioner Carlson shared Commissioner Castillo would 
like the commission to think more about the Chaska Police Department, hoping 
the Commissioners had a chance to read the email that was included in the 
packet.  
 
Commissioner Castillo would like to invite the chief of police to an HRC meeting 
to present to the commission policing in general, the use of force along with 
specific questions. Kabat spoke to Chief Seibert and he is more than willing to 
present to the HRC and very much would like to partner with the commission.  
Could look into a possible May meeting but is flexible 
 
Commissioner Carlson asked Commissioner Hubbard his thoughts about a 
program in May with the Chief? Commissioner Hubbard expressed it would be a 
great idea. Expressed Chief Seibert has a great presence when he is speaking in 



person to the public. Commissioner Carlson asked Kabat to confirm with Chief 
the conversation in May. Commissioner Carlson inquired can we ask that we 
have a special notice of the meeting on Social Media? Commissioner Haga 
expressed Kevin Wright does a good job with sharing, he posts the agenda and 
gives a synopsis of what is on the agenda.  Commissioner Haga suggests the 
commission share and network, this helps to elevate the event.     
 
Kabat shared Chief Seibert has started coffee with a cop, this gives the 
opportunity for people to get to know Chief Seibert.  This will become more 
regular at other locations. If anyone on the commission wants to approach Chief 
Seibert, he is always willing to engage in conversation.  
 
Kabat to invite and lock in Chief Seibert as the HRC guest speaker in May’s 
meeting.   
 
Commissioner Carlson expressed, hopefully during the next month the 
committees can meet to make more progress and appreciates any google meet 
help that Kabat can set up.  
 

8. Next Meeting Date – May 27, 2021 
 

9.  Adjourn 
 Motion:  Haga 
 Second: Welvaert 


