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AGENDA 
CHASKA HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
CHASKA CITY HALL - COUNCIL CHAMBERS & ZOOM 
Tuesday, February 6, 2024 
7:00 PM 

  

1. Call to Order 
    
2. Roll Call 
    
3. Adopt Agenda 
    
4. Visitor Presentation 
    
5. Approve Previous Meeting Minutes 
    
 5.A. Approve the December 5, 2023 HPC Meeting Minutes 
      
6. Consent Items 
    
7. Action Items 
    
 7.A. PUBLIC HEARING: Approve the Site Alteration Permit (SAP) for 121 

Hickory Street North/Kenny Schultz/HPC #2024-01 
      
8. Discussion Items 
    
 8.A. Adopt 2024 HPC Goals 
      
9. Other Business 
    
10. Adjourn 
      

 

Page 1 of 52



Minutes
CHASKA HERITAGE PRESERVATION 
COMMISSION
Tuesday, December 5, 2023
7:00 PM

1. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm.

HPC members present: Anne Bohnen, Steve Mueller, James Pleis, Tom Racius, 
and Scott Welvaert

HPC members absent: Chairperson Kristine Kohman, and Gregg Davies

Staff present:   Elizabeth Hanson – City Planner

2. Roll Call
Roll call was taken.

3. Adopt the Agenda 
A motion by Commissioner Welvaert, second by Commissioner Racius to adopt the 
agenda.  Motion carried.

4. Visitor Presentation
There was no one under visitor presentation. 

5. Approve Previous Meeting Minutes 
5A. Approve the June 6, 2023, HPC Meeting Minutes

A motion by Commissioner Racius, second by Commissioner Welvaert to approve 
the June 6, 2023, HPC meeting minutes.  Motion carried.

6. Consent Agenda
There were no consent agenda items.

7. Action Items
There were no action items. 

8. Discussion Items
There were no discussion items.

9. Other Business
9A. December 5th HPC memo 
City Planner Hanson presented the 2023 year in review. She reviewed the 
improvements to Highway 41 that was constructed through downtown Chaska to 
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Chaska boulevard. The improvement started this summer and finished in the 
middle of November. The underpass between the Chaska Mill building, and the 
Chaska depot is set to be completed next year. Landscaping will also be finished 
next year.

City Planner Hanson reviewed the Downtown Chaska Business Rear Entrance 
Design Guidelines. This gives business a guide to use as a resource to enhance 
the back side of their businesses to be used as a primary pedestrian entrance. She 
discussed that they have updated their financial incentives they offer for downtown 
businesses. 

City Planner Hanson reviewed the SAP for Chaska Yards (211 and 217 Walnut 
Street). This plan proposed the rehabilitation of the Ernst home. They also 
proposed that the three owner occupied units be targeted at a more affordable 
income price point, this would allow for another owner-occupied option for people 
of downtown Chaska.

City Planner Hanson reported another SAP project for 210 Chestnut Street or the 
Meyers building. The SAP was to restore the storefront on this building to the 
original structure.

City Planner Hanson reported the updates of the Heritage Columns on Highway 
41. 

City Planner Hanson reviewed the goals for 2024 as follows: 1.  Update the Walnut 
Street National District with the State Historic Preservation Office. 2.  Revisit the 
Local Designation List to see if more properties can be added. 3. Stay engaged 
and involved with the City Square West project. 4. Revisit the City Historical 
Documents for potential updates, such as the Historic Context Study, every 5-10 
years. Commissioner Welvaert asked what work is required for goals 1 and 4. City 
Planner Hanson responded that there might be some grants available to help with 
those projects. The commission agrees to revisit the goals in the new year. 

10. Adjourn
Motion by Commissioner Bohnen, second by Commissioner Welvaert to adjourn 
the meeting at 7:36 p.m.  Motion carried.
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Subject: PUBLIC HEARING: Site Alteration Permit (SAP) for demolition of the 
south wood shed addition and alteration of the north porch addition for 
the Frederick E. DuToit House at 121 Hickory Street North

Applicant: Kenny Schultz 

Location: 121 Hickory Street North (Frederick E. DuToit House)

Case No.: HPC No. 2024-01

Synopsis: Applicant is proposing to demolish the south wood shed addition and alter the 
north porch addition at the Frederick E. DuToit House that is locally and 
nationally designated

Prepared By: Elizabeth Hanson

Staff Recommendation:  HPC approval of the Site Alteration Permit (SAP) 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE OF THE SITE
121 Hickory Street North (Frederick E. DuToit House)

 
(Image taken ~1900)

REQUEST FOR ACTION
CHASKA HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION

02/06/24
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(Left image taken ~2008; right image taken ~2020)

For 21 years, F.E. DuToit resided in the sheriff’s residence attached to the court house.  After 
retiring as the County Sheriff, he built this house in the Queen Anne style in 1895.  Made of 
Chaska brick, the home features an asymmetrical design, wood fish scale shingles at the roof 
gables, and dentil brick detailing at the two story bay window.  DuToit Sr. had also been county 
superintendent of schools, town clerk, publisher of the Chaska Herald, served in both houses of 
legislature and later was mayor of Chaska.

The home is locally and nationally designated.  When it was nationally designated in 1977, the 
description of the F.E. DuToit home was described as follows:

“The Frederick E. DuToit House is located on a wooded lot at the southeastern edge of 
Chaska.  This two story house is constructed of buff-colored Chaska brick (painted 
white) and wood.  The irregular plan of the house is accentuated by porch projections 
multi-gabled roof, two story bay window on the front façade, and a portico at the 
intersection of its two main axes.  Decorative features that have been retained since its 
construction include segmentally arched window hoods and decorative brick panels.

The house has been well preserved by the DuToit family for over one hundred years.

The Frederick E. DuToit House is significant due to its association with the second 
generation of one of Chaska’s leading families.  Since 1855 the DuToit family has been 
involved with, and to a significant degree responsible for, Chaska’s commercial growth.

In 1866 Frederick E. DuToit purchased the Chaska Herald from Charles A. Warner.  
Warner first published this newspaper in 1862.  At the time of its sale to DuToit, Warner 
noted that the paper had been published a greater length of time without interruption 
than any other paper issued in the county.  The Chaska Herald was published by the 
DuToit family for over one hundred years.  

In addition to publishing the county’s oldest continuously operating newspaper, 
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Frederick E. DuToit was active in state and local politics.  He was representative in the 
legislature in 1872-73, and a state senator, 1899-1909.

This well-preserved house has continuously been occupied by the DuToit family.  
Julianne DuToit Smith, granddaughter of Frederick E. DuToit, has preserved the house 
and a number of significant personal effects once owned by her grandfather.”

TONIGHT’S REQUEST
The applicant, Kenny Schultz, is requesting approval of a Site Alteration Permit (SAP) to 
demolish the south wood porch addition, and to alter the north porch addition at 121 Hickory 
Street North.  Specifically, the applicant is proposing the following work on the property:

• Replacement of all windows to double-hung aluminum clad or wood exterior windows; 
painting to match existing color (white)

• Replacement of broken soffit/fascia pieces with all wood replicas; painting to match 
existing color (brown)

• Alteration of north porch addition to be 3-season, replacement of storm windows with 
single-hung windows, and framing up the bottom 40” with wood shake wainscot; 
painted to match existing color (white)

• Removal of south wood porch addition
• Replacement of kitchen entry door with wood paneled door

STAFF EVALUATION and RECOMMENDATION
The Heritage Preservation Ordinance (HPO), Section 32(4) requires that the HPC consider 
certain standards, including the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Treatment of Historic 
Properties, when reviewing site alteration plans:

 
Standard a: The historic and architectural significance of the resource and its    

relationship to the historical integrity of the surrounding area.
Standard b: The general compatibility of the architectural style, arrangement, texture, 

color, arrangement of color, and materials used on existing and proposed 
structures with the character of the historic resource and its site or the 
historic district.

Standard c: Any applicable design guidelines adopted by the Commission.
Standard d1:  A property will be used as it was historically or be given a new use that 

requires minimal change to its distinctive materials, features, spaces, and 
spatial relationships. 

Standard d2: The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved.  The 
removal of distinctive materials or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial 
relationships that characterize a property will be avoided.

Standard d3: Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and 
use. Changes that create a false sense of historical development, such as 
adding conjectural features or elements from other historic properties, will 
not be undertaken.

Standard d4: Changes to a property that have acquired historic significance in their own 
right will be retained and preserved.

Standard d5: Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or 
examples of craftsmanship that characterize a property will be preserved. 

Standard d6: Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where 
the severity of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, 
the new feature will match the old in design, color, texture, and, where 
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possible, materials. Replacement of missing features will be substantiated 
by documentary and physical evidence.

Standard d7: Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be undertaken using the 
gentlest means possible. Treatments that cause damage to historic materials 
will not be used.

Standard d8: Archeological resources will be protected and preserved in place. If such 
resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures will be undertaken.

Standard d9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not 
destroy historic materials, features, and spatial relationships that 
characterize the property. The new work will be differentiated from the old 
and will be compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale and 
proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of the property and its 
environment. 

Standard d10:  New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be 
undertaken in such a manner that, if removed in the future, the essential 
form and integrity of the historic property and its environment would be 
unimpaired. 

Regarding Standard a, the site has been designated as a local and national historic resource 
as part of the history of the DuToit family.  The building also has significant character, interest 
and value as part of the heritage and cultural characteristics of the City of Chaska and its 
development.  

Regarding Standard b, the existing building is constructed of traditional “Chaska Brick”, 
which is an important historical context in the community.  The alterations proposed to this 
existing historical building will not create major exterior changes to the structure.  The removal 
of the south wood porch addition will be a benefit to the structure as it is in major disrepair, 
and is not considered a part of the original structure.  The removal will also correct a setback 
encroachment on the south property line, where 3.6 feet is the current setback and 5 feet is 
required.  The building will meet the 5 foot setback when the addition is removed.

 
(Left Image: survey showing south porch removal ; middle image: showing interior of south addition ; 

right image: showing exterior of south addition)

The changes to the north porch addition will be done within the existing footprint and will 
incorporate windows and materials that are more compatible with the historic structure.  The 
existing storm windows will be removed and replaced with single-hung aluminum clad windows 
and 40” of wood framing with shakes to be painted white.  
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(east façade; existing and proposed)

 
(west façade; existing and proposed)

 
(north façade; existing and proposed)
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All windows on the home will be replaced with double-hung aluminum clad or wood clad 
windows.  All broken soffit/fascia/cornice pieces will be replaced with wood replicas to be 
painted brown.  A new wood panel door will be installed at the kitchen entry (where the south 
porch addition will be removed).

  
(images showing soffit/fascia and windows)

 
(images showing replacement wood panel door at south kitchen entry)

Regarding Standard d1, the existing structure on the property will continue to look as was 
historically intended.  The footprint and rear façade will be modified to remove the south porch 
addition which is in poor condition.  The property will be used as a residence, which has 
traditionally been the use in this structure.  

Regarding Standard d2, the historic character of the property will be retained and preserved 
with the proposed changes/maintenance. The materials and colors used will mimic and/or 
match what is currently there.  The work being done to the home will provide the much needed 
care and maintenance that this structure has been needing for years.  The removal of the south 
porch addition will not be removing an original piece of the home, rather a piece that was 
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added over time and did not contribute to the historic significance of this property.  Removal of 
the south porch addition will also remove the setback encroachment on the south property line.

Regarding Standard d5 and d6, Chaska brick is a major historical context in the City of 
Chaska, and will be maintained on this building.  Window openings and their details will be 
maintained and replaced with historically appropriate substitutes.  The soffit/fascia detailing will 
be repaired and replaced in kind with wood replicas, which are very significant features of the 
home.

Regarding Standard d9 and d10, the applicant’s proposal to alter the north porch addition 
to include single-hung windows with wood wainscot framing will be an upgrade to the existing 
structure.  The existing north porch structure is primarily composed of vinyl storm windows, 
which aren’t the most historically compatible window types.  Incorporating new windows and 
wood material is more historically compatible. The work will not require the removal of brick or 
other features that currently exist on the home.  If the addition is removed, it will bring the 
structure back to how it existed when it was originally constructed.

In sum, staff concludes that the work being done to the F.E. DuToit house is a compatible 
solution for complementing the historic character of the building.  The home has been sitting 
vacant for a number of years, and the level of care being given to the home is substantial to 
create longevity and beauty for years to come.

HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION ACTION REQUESTED:
Motion to approve a Site Alteration Permit for the removal of the south porch 
addition and alteration to the north porch addition at 121 Hickory Street North, 
based on the findings listed in the staff report, and subject to the following 
conditions:

1. The proposed site alteration permit (SAP) shall be substantially consistent 
with the aforementioned staff report and the following exhibits:

a. Narrative (pgs 1-2)
b. Aerial Image, dated January 24, 2024
c. Floor Plans (pgs 1-2)
d. Survey, submitted by Schoell & Madson, Inc., dated October 5, 2005
e. Exterior Images (pgs 1-14)
f. Window Specs (pgs 1-2)
g. North Porch Addition – Exterior Images (pgs 1-5)
h. North Porch Addition – Alterations (pgs 1-3)
i. South Porch Addition – Exterior Images (pgs 1-7)
j. Kitchen Entry Door Spec (pgs 1-2)

2. The applicant shall obtain a building permit and other necessary approvals 
prior to commencement of the proposed work.

3. Adherence to applicable zoning and building code regulations.
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Carver County GIS

CITY OF CHASKA
0 0 0.01 0.01 0.020

miDate: 1/24/2024 ±City of Chaska
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ALL WINDOW 
REPLACEMENTS - 
EXCEPT NORTH 
PORCH
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North Porch Addition - East Elevation
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North Porch Addition - North Elevation
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North Porch Addition - West Elevation
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North Porch Addition - Alterations
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North Porch Addition - Alterations
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North Porch Addition - Alterations
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South Porch Addition - To Be Removed
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South Porch Addition - To Be Removed
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South Porch Addition - To Be Removed
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South Porch Addition Interior - To Be Removed
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South Porch Addition Interior - To Be Removed
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South Porch Addition Interior - To Be Removed
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South Porch Addition Interior - To Be Removed

Kitchen Entry
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New Kitchen Entry Door
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1

Elizabeth Hanson

From: Kelly Saavedra

Sent: Monday, January 29, 2024 2:00 PM

To: Elizabeth Hanson

Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL]Chaska Heritage Preservation meeting

Found this in the Planning folder email 

Kelly 

From: jamie-Nelson@comcast.net <jamie-Nelson@comcast.net> 

Sent: Monday, January 29, 2024 1:54 PM 

To: Planning <planning@chaskamn.gov> 

Subject: [EXTERNAL]Chaska Heritage Preservation meeting 

Hello. I am writing to show our support for the plan by Kenny Schultz for improvements at 121 Hickory 

Street North, Chaska. We have lived in the neighborhood for 35 years and we are absolutely thrilled that 

Mr. Schultz has taken on the renovation of 121 Hickory Street which has been unoccupied for close to 20 

years. It will be a fun project to watch unfold. Thank you for your time. 

Brett and Jamie Nelson 

501 1st St. W. 

Chaska, MN 55318 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links, open attachments, or respond unless you 

recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

NEIGHBOR SUPPORT OF PROJECT - 501 1st St W
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City of Chaska
Memorandum

To: Heritage Preservation Commission 
From: Elizabeth Hanson, City Planner
Subject: 2/6/2024 HPC Meeting – Memo

Background
At our last meeting (December 5, 2023), the HPC met to discuss 2023 year in review, 
and started to discuss goals we wanted to focus on.  Below is what was discussed at our 
last meeting.

2024 Goals

1. Update the Walnut Street National District with the State Historic Preservation Office

2. Revisit the Local Designation List to see if more properties can be added

3. Stay engaged and involved with the City Square West project

4. Revisit the City Historical Documents for potential updates, such as the Historic 

Context Study, every 5-10 years

If we want to add or change any of these please bring ideas to our February 6th 
meeting.  We will be adopting these goals at that meeting.  
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